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Figure 3 Lionfish off Half Moon Bay, West End, Roatan, Honduras. (A) Lionfish swimming over the
benthos at 180 m depth, and (B) two lionfish resting at 240 m depth.

records have been placed over bathymetry in previous studies, leading to the suggestion
that lionfish may extend their maximum depth to 610 m (Johnston & Purkis, 2011), our
results indicate depth records generated in this way must be treated with caution. The grid
resolution of bathymetry available at a regional level is not sufficient to generate precise
lionfish depth information over undersea structures such as walls and steep slopes, where
large differences in depth occur within one raster grid square. For this reason, despite
identifying 186 records associated with deeper bathymetry, 185 of these were excluded for
containing either specific depth details or enough information to suggest that they were
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