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Scientific name: Chelonia mydas 
 

Global status: Endangered and listed on CITES 

Appendix I  

 

Global distribution:  Found in all temperate and 

tropical waters throughout the world. 

 

Status in Bermuda: Native and protected. 

 

Distribution in Bermuda: Mainly seen in the inshore 

seagrass beds off of St Catherine’s beach, Ferry Reach, 

Bailey’s Bay, Walsingham, Tudor Hill.  Also seen in 

the larger seagrass beds of the north lagoon as far as 

North Rock. 

 

Conservation importance: Bermuda is a sea turtle 

nursery, in which juveniles stay until they start to 

mature.  They leave to complete maturation elsewhere; 

most will join breeding populations in the Caribbean. 

 

Habitat:  Inshore and offshore seagrass beds.   

 

Global threats: Collision with boats and jet-skis.  

Entanglement in floating ropes and fishing gear.  

Ingestion of plastic bags.  Loss of seagrass habitat.  

Turtle meat and eggs are a food source in the 

Caribbean. 
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Scientific name: Eretmochelys imbricata 
 
Global status: Endangered and listed on CITES 

Appendix I  

 

Global distribution: The most tropical of all sea turtles. 

Found on reefs in tropical and subtropical waters of the 

Atlantic, Pacific and Indian Oceans. 

 

Status in Bermuda: Native and protected. 

 

Distribution in Bermuda: Found primarily on patch 

reefs in the north lagoon, and on the fringing reefs 

surrounding the island. 

 

Conservation importance: Bermuda is a sea turtle 

nursery, in which juveniles stay until they start to mature.  

They leave to complete maturation elsewhere; most will 

join breeding populations in the Caribbean. 

 

Habitat: Found island wide on the reef platform. 

 

Global threats: Entanglement in floating ropes and 

fishing gear.  Shell is used in making jewelry.  Meat and 

eggs are harvested for food. 
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Scientific name: Caretta caretta 

 
Global status: Endangered and listed on CITES 

Appendix I  

 

Global distribution:  Found in all temperate and 

tropical waters throughout the world. 

 

Status in Bermuda: Native and protected. 

 

Distribution in Bermuda: Mainly found offshore; 

occasionally seen inshore due to stranding. 

 

Conservation importance: While Bermuda appears to 

be a sea turtle nursery, in which juveniles stay until 

they start to mature then leave to breed overseas, there 

is evidence that Bermuda is once again being used as a 

breeding ground by adults of this species. 

 

Habitat: Open ocean around Bermuda. 

 

Global threats: Entanglement in floating ropes and 

fishing gear.  Development of nesting beaches.  Meat 

and eggs are harvested for food. 
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Leatherback TurtleLeatherback TurtleLeatherback TurtleLeatherback Turtle    
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Scientific name: Dermochelys coriacea 

 

Global status: Endangered and listed on CITES 

Appendix I  

 

Global distribution:  Found in all temperate and 

tropical waters throughout the world. 

 

Status in Bermuda: Native and protected. 

 

Distribution in Bermuda: Found offshore. 

 

Conservation importance: An example of a ‘living 

dinosaur’. This species is facing an extremely high risk 

of extinction. 

 

Habitat: Open ocean around Bermuda. 

 

Global threats: Entanglement in floating ropes and 

fishing gear, especially long lines. 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON SPECIESBACKGROUND INFORMATION ON SPECIESBACKGROUND INFORMATION ON SPECIESBACKGROUND INFORMATION ON SPECIES 

Life HistoryLife HistoryLife HistoryLife History    

Atlantic Green Turtle:  This is a large turtle species, with adults averaging 136 kg (300 lbs) in weight, and is sought after 

world wide for its meat. This has resulted in an Endangered status for this species. Its name comes from the greenish colour of 

the body fat which has been used for centuries to make turtle soup. The olive brown shell is often patterned with darker 

streaks. Juveniles eat both plant and animal matter, but older animals are unique amongst sea turtles in being the only strict 

herbivores, feeding almost exclusively on sea grasses and algae.  The green turtle is the dominant sea turtle species on the 

Bermuda platform. Immature animals can be found feeding on lush sea grass pastures among beautiful coral reefs or near the 

coastline and in sheltered bays. 

 

Hawksbill Turtle:  The hawksbill turtle has a highly prized ornate shell and a birdlike beak for which it gets its name. It is 

one of the smaller sea turtle species, growing to nearly 90 kgs (200 lbs) as adults, however those found in Bermuda typically 

average 3 kgs (7 lbs).  Hawksbills feed almost exclusively on sponges, but will also eat anemones, squid and shrimp and use 

their unique jaw to find these food items in reef crevices. Immature animals are not uncommon amongst the coral reefs 

surrounding Bermuda.  These animals are exploited in other parts of the world for their shell, meat and eggs and are critically 

endangered.  

 

Loggerhead Turtle:  This species has a large, broad head and powerful jaws, which it uses to dine on shellfish. They eat 

crabs, clams, mussels, shrimp, sea urchins, squid, jellyfish and are even capable of crushing very thick-shelled conchs. This 

species has a reddish-brown shell and grows to 159 kgs (350 lbs) or more.  Hatchling loggerheads spend their first months 

well camouflaged in floating rafts of sargassum weed in the open ocean. During the winter months, juvenile loggerheads can 

be found stranded on our shores by storms, clinging to small clumps of sargassum weed. In 1990, and again in 1995, nests 

were discovered on two beaches at the eastern end of Bermuda. The discovery in 1990 turned out to be the first record of a 

loggerhead nesting in Bermuda, and the first sign of nesting activity by any species locally since the early 1930s. Loggerheads 

are threatened by incidental capture and drowning in the nets of commercial fisherman, long liners, and shrimp trawlers all 

over the world.  

 

Leatherback Turtle:  The leatherback is a turtle with a bizarre shell which is adapted to its pelagic, deep-diving lifestyle. 

Instead of having the hard scutes typical of most sea turtles, leatherbacks have a thick, leathery skin covering the shell; from 

which it gets its name. The bony part of the shell is made up of thousands of small interlocking bones, like the pieces of a 

puzzle. Reputed to be one of the largest living reptiles on the planet, leatherback turtles can weigh up to 909 kgs (2,000 lbs). 

Since most of its life is spent in the open ocean, the leatherback is a truly mysterious animal.  Unlike the other sea turtle 

species, the leatherback roams the seas as far north as Alaska, Nova Scotia and even Iceland, and it is capable of deep dives in 

excess of 1,000 meters (3,280 feet).  A perfect diving machine, this species is able to maintain its body temperature as much as 

10 degrees above that of surrounding waters; this is presumably an adaptation for survival in cold seas.  Leatherbacks feed 

almost exclusively on jellyfish, and in recent years, an increasing number of plastic bags which are capable of killing them.  

Leatherbacks are only occasionally seen offshore around Bermuda, presumably as they pass by our island on their long-

distance journeys. 

 

Existing Measures for ConservationExisting Measures for ConservationExisting Measures for ConservationExisting Measures for Conservation    

All turtles are currently protected from direct harm by law.  Recently signs have been posted along the shoreline, on buoys, 

concrete pylons, and on rocky islets warning boaters of nearby turtles.  Public awareness is high regarding the conservation of 

Bermuda’s turtles, and primary schools island wide have included a turtle conservation module in their education curriculum.  

The Bermuda Turtle Project has a rehabilitation programme at the Aquarium where stranded and sick turtles are fed and cared 

for until their eventual release.  The project also conducts annual population surveys of green turtles found in key seagrass 

habitats. 

 

OOOOVERALLVERALLVERALLVERALL T T T TARGETSARGETSARGETSARGETS 

Short term (5 years):  To maintain the existing population numbers and to minimize mortality of all sea turtle species from 

pollution, entanglement and boat collision. 

Long term (30 years):  To implement management practices such that population levels increase sufficiently so that they 

are no longer considered threatened. 



Recommended Actions 

Legislation and Policy: Prosecute boaters found speeding in 5 knot zones. 

Habitat Protection:  Promote the protection of key habitats. 

Consider legislation to protect foraging habitats (eg. seagrass beds and coral reefs) A   

Ensure that development schemes, dredging operations and fishing activities do not affect 

the integrity of seagrass beds and coral reefs. 

A   

Ensure that all existing, and any new, beachfront development follows a best practices  

approach regarding turtle conservation. 

A   

Establish no-go zones in shallow seagrass beds to prevent propeller damage. A   

Limit areas open to jet skis, in order to prevent disturbance to sea turtles and other marine 

wildlife. 

A   

Direct Species Intervention:  Implement plans to reduce the incidence of turtle entrapment and entanglement in the  

waters around Bermuda. 

Legislate for installation of propeller guards. B   

Monitor the spatial extent of seagrass habitat on the Bermuda Platform. B   

Encourage programmes (domestic and foreign) to stop littering in the marine environment, 

and to remove existing debris, especially monofilament line and nylon rope. 

A   

Work with other countries in the Atlantic to reduce marine debris. B   

Ensure that all industrial pipes be guarded to block turtle entry and entrapment. B   

Activity Priority Action Taken 

Enforce speed zones for boats traveling in important sea turtle forage areas. A  

Research and Monitoring:  Promote ongoing research and monitoring programmes of Bermuda’s turtle populations. 

Continue monitoring of green turtles in the developmental habitats of Bermuda to assess 

population trends, residency, site fidelity, habitat use, and migrations. 

A  

Expand monitoring of the hawksbill population and identify key habitats and distribution 

patterns. 

A  

Continue to document all turtle stranding occurrences and mortality. A  

Assess the diet of green turtles to determine what they are eating in Bermuda’s harbours  

and bays. 

B  

Determine the association of hawksbill turtles with the coral reef, including a dietary  

analysis. 

B  

Determine activity patterns and habitat use of green turtles in Bermuda waters using GPS-

enabled satellite transmitters. 

B  

Determine migratory pathways of green turtles departing from the Bermuda Platform. B  

Determine the source of marine debris that causes sea turtle mortalities in Bermuda. A  



Recommended Actions (continued) 

Activity Priority Action Taken  

Research and Monitoring:  (continued) 

Communications and Publicity:  Promote awareness of the conservation Importance of Bermuda’s turtles and how to 

avoid harming them. 

Plan Monitoring: Develop and implement a monitoring plan to assess the success of the action plan. 

Erect turtle signs in sensitive boating areas. A   

Continue teaching the course on the biology and conservation of sea turtles to resource  

managers around the Caribbean to help educate people about sea turtle conservation needs. 

A   

Have a public awareness campaign explaining the impact that boat speed, fishing gear, and 

helium balloons have on sea turtles. 

A   

Provide an annual report to the Department of Conservation Services on the progress of the 

species action plan. 

A   

Principle contact: Bermuda Turtle Project Coordinator 

Determine the nesting beach origins of turtles that occur in Bermuda waters through DNA 

analyses. 

B   

Evaluate the level of entrapment of turtles in the incinerator pipes. B   

Evaluate the effects of jet skis on the behaviour of sea turtles. B   

Examine leatherback and loggerhead migratory paths through Bermuda’s 200 mile  

exclusive zone. 

C   

Conduct in depth beach walks to determine whether some isolated nesting of turtles is  

occurring. 

C   

Evaluate the intensity of the long-line fishery, as well as the incidental take of non-targeted 

marine species by this industry, in the waters around Bermuda. 

B   
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