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Scientific name:  

Malaclemys terrapin 

       

Other local name:  

Mangrove terrapin 

 

Global status: Listed as near 

threatened by the IUCN, and as a 

species of special concern within its 

North American range. 

 

Global distribution: Atlantic and 

Gulf coasts of North America from 

Cape Cod, Massachusetts to Corpus 

Christi, Texas. 

 

Status in Bermuda: Native and 

vulnerable. 

 

Distribution in Bermuda: Limited 

to 3 ponds in Hamilton Parish. 

 

Conservation importance: One of 

only two native, terrestrial reptiles 

present in Bermuda and the only 

known wild breeding population 

outside of its North American range.  

 

Habitat: Brackish ponds. 

 

Threats: Vulnerable due to limited 

local distribution and small 

population, predation of hatchlings 

and juveniles by rats and herons, 

collection for pets. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON SPECIESBACKGROUND INFORMATION ON SPECIESBACKGROUND INFORMATION ON SPECIESBACKGROUND INFORMATION ON SPECIES    

Seldom growing longer than 23 cm this species shows wide colour 

variation.  Carapace colours range from grey-green to brown and 

vary by time of year depending on algal load, while the plastron is 

usually various shades of orange.  The skin is grey and covered in 

very small dark freckles.  Adult terrapins appear to be active 

throughout the year.  The total population of Bermuda’s 

diamondbacks is thought to be in the hundreds rather than the 

thousands.    

Life HistoryLife HistoryLife HistoryLife History    

Little is known about the natural history of Bermuda’s diamondback 

terrapins, although anecdotal evidence suggests that it is not 

altogether different from those living in the southern half of the 

species range in North America.  The terrapins in Bermuda are 

probably feeding upon a variety of mollusks and crustaceans which 

may include marine snails, crabs, shrimp and mangrove oysters.  

Adult females are larger than adult males. Mating in Bermuda has 

been observed in the spring and nesting from April through to at 

least June.  It appears that the sand bunkers on a neighboring golf 

course are utilized heavily as nesting sites.  The average clutch size 

is 6 eggs and incubation lasts approximately 70 days.   

 

Existing Measures for ConservationExisting Measures for ConservationExisting Measures for ConservationExisting Measures for Conservation 

There are no conservation measures currently in place for 

Bermuda’s diamondback terrapins.  However, Mangrove Lake, 

Trott’s Pond and South Pond are all designated as nature reserves 

under the 1992 Bermuda Development Plan, which provides some 

protection for this species.  The recent discovery that these terrapins 

are native to Bermuda was a critical step towards ensuring that 

appropriate conservation measures ultimately do take place.  A 

baseline population study will be initiated in the near future to 

provide data on size, density and structure that will help determine 

future research and management directions.  

OOOOVERALLVERALLVERALLVERALL T T T TARGETSARGETSARGETSARGETS    

Short term (5 years): To research the biology and ecology of 

Bermuda’s diamondback terrapins in order to promote effective 

management aimed at sustaining current population levels. 

Long term (30 years): To increase the population and 

distribution of diamondback terrapins throughout Bermuda. 
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Principle contact: Bermuda Turtle Project Coordinator 
  

Recommended Actions 

Legislation and Policy: List the diamondback under the Protected Species Act (2003). 

Habitat Protection:  Promote the protection of key habitats. 

Liaise with the Department of Forward Planning to ensure that the existing level of  

protection for the ponds is maintained. 

A  

Identify, restore and/or rehabilitate other suitable wetland habitats to a state where  

Diamondback terrapins could be introduced. 

A  

Create and maintain additional sand bunkers in suitable locations around Mangrove Lake 

and Trott’s Pond for the exclusive use as a nesting habitat. 

A  

Identify and buy suitable wetland habitats that are not currently within existing parks and 

nature reserve protection. 

B  

Direct Species Intervention:  Implement plans to control the harmful effects of other species. 

Implement a red-eared slider control programme. A   

Continue the regular baiting programme to control rats around Mangrove Lake and Trott’s 

Pond. 

A   

Plan Monitoring: Develop and implement a monitoring plan to assess the success of the species action plan. 

Research and Monitoring: Promote ongoing research and monitoring programmes for diamondbacks over the next 5 

years. 

Initiate a census study to assess the current total population and structure of Bermuda’s  

diamondback terrapins. 

A   

Initiate studies examining the basic biology and ecology of diamondback terrapins, with a 

particular emphasis on habitat usage throughout the life cycle. 

A   

Perform genetic analyses to establish the degree of speciation that exists between Bermuda’s  

population and those along the east coast of North America. 

B   

Investigate the interactions between diamondbacks and the introduced red-eared slider  

Trachemys scripta elegans. 

B   

Monitor water quality of all diamondback terrapin ponds. B   

Communications and Publicity: Promote ongoing public awareness of the threats to, and conservation of, Bermuda’s  

diamondbacks. 

Develop a media campaign to explain threats to, and responsible public behaviour towards, 

diamondback terrapin conservation. 

A   

Continue to publish diamondback terrapin articles in local newspapers and magazines, as 

well as with presentations in schools, describing various aspects of their biology and 

ecology. 

A   

Provide an annual report to the Department of Conservation Services on the progress of the 

species action plan. 

A   

Implement a species recovery plan. A   
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