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Habitats

1. A habitat is a place where a living thing

finds everything it needs to survive. What

makes up your habitat? It would include

where you sleep, where you get your food,

and where you spend your time when you are

awake.  

2. What habitats have people created since

the colonisation of Bermuda in 1609? Golf

courses, gardens, the airport runway and

garbage dumps have all been created since

people colonised Bermuda and are habitats

for particular animals or plants.  

3. Look at the mural and find an organism

that provides protection for other organisms.

For example, some fish hide in the branches

of corals; some worms, shrimps, and brittle

stars hide inside sponges.

4. How do you think the smells might differ

in the different habitats?

(Listen to the sounds in some of the

habitats.  How do the sounds differ?

Nearshore Environments

1. What animals live where land and ocean

meet? Look in the sandy beach, mangrove

swamp and rocky coast exhibits to find some

answers.

2. Why are the slowest growing corals often

the most aggressive? Perhaps their slow

growth rate causes them to be in more

danger of being overgrown by other corals,

so they use aggressive behaviour to keep

those corals at bay.

Did you know?

Many delicate or stationary ocean animals

have poisons that help them to catch their

food or protect themselves. Look at the

exhibit and find two corals that are using

poisonous tentacles to fight with each other

for space on the coral reef. The poisons are

not strong enough to hurt people.

Go and Explore!

You can get a great view of boiler reefs at

Spittal Pond or by snorkelling off Elbow

Beach. Make sure you choose a calm day so

that the waves do not make you bump into

the rocks.

Ocean Environments

1. How is the sponge skeleton different from

yours? People’s skeletons are made of

calcium, the sponge’s skeleton is made from

silica.

2. How is the sponge skeleton similar to

yours? Both sponges’ skeletons and people’s

skeletons are inside their bodies and help to

support them and give them shape.

3. Can you think of an animal that has its

skeleton outside its body? Lobsters, shrimps

and crabs, insects, and snails do.  

Land Environments

1. What do you think people could do to help

bluebirds raise their young now that cedar

stumps are rare? People can put up and

monitor special bluebird nestboxes to help

provide bluebirds with safe, dry places for

nestbuilding.

How Can You Help?

If you want to help bluebirds in Bermuda,

you could put up and monitor a bluebird box

in your garden, schoolyard or church

grounds, if those places are bluebird habitat.

However, if you don’t monitor your bluebird

box, you will probably just breed sparrows,

which will hurt Bermuda’s bluebirds, not

help them! Call the Bermuda Audubon

S o c i e t y, Bermuda Zoological Society or

Bermuda National Trust for information on

where to get a box and how to monitor it.

Did you know?

When you are tucked in bed late at night

during the autumn bird migration, large

flocks of birds may be flying high overhead,

heading south for warmer weather as winter

approaches. Only a few stop in Bermuda.

Some perish out over the ocean because they

are blown too far from land.

Rocky Shore

1. Skinks may be seen scurrying around on

the ground along the rocky shore.

Sometimes they share burrows with nesting

sea birds. Look in the rocky shore exhibit and

find the skink.

2. If you were a Sally Lightfoot crab on a
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stormy day, what could you do to survive the

pounding waves? Sally Lightfoot crabs use

their strong legs to cling to the rocks as

waves crash over them. They can also scurry

into cracks and crevices in the rocks to avoid

being washed away.

3. What kinds of things were found on the

rocky shore 20 years ago? Ask your family

what they remember finding along the rocky

shore when they were children. Can those

things still be seen today?

Go and Explore!

Take a picnic to John Smith’s Bay or Spittal

Pond to observe some tidepool animals. If

you lift a rock to see what’s underneath,

make sure you replace it as you found it.

Remember that it is something’s home! Look

for evidence of erosion by wave action along

the rocky coast.

Sandy Shore

1. Look over at the Open Ocean panel to see

what the Portuguese Man-O’ War looks like

floating in the ocean. Beware of Portuguese

Man-O’ War that washes up on the beach

because the tentacles can still sting.

2. What birds have you seen on or near the

beaches in Bermuda? Often you can see the

Yellow Crowned Night Herons in the

evening, looking for crabs to eat. Muddy

beaches may attract other interesting 

shore birds.

Go and Explore!

Have you ever searched through the

sargassum seaweed that washes up on

beaches? Try it! You might find a sargassum

crab or maybe even a sargassum fish. Don’t

be disappointed if it takes a lot of searching.

Fish and seabirds eat many sargassum

seaweed animals by the time the seaweed

washes up on Bermuda’s shores.

Freshwater Pond

1. How many animals in the freshwater pond

habitat have you seen before?

2. What plants do you recognise?

3. What harm could a red eared slider

terrapin do in the freshwater pond habitat? It

is feared that they may eat fish or the eggs of

marsh birds. Many ponds contain endemic

killifish, which could become extinct if too

many are eaten by the turtles. Also, the fish in

freshwater ponds eat mosquito larvae. If the

turtles eat the fish, Bermuda could have

many more mosquitoes, which could be a

health hazard.

Go and Explore!

Take a picnic to Paget Marsh or Warwick

Pond and look for the animals and plants you

have seen here today.

Upland Forest

1. Which of the animals in this mural can still

be seen in Bermuda’s woodlands? All of

them except the towhee, which is extinct, the

Bermuda cockroach, which is probably

extinct, and the Bermuda cahow, which is

now only nesting on isolated islets near

Castle Harbour.

2. What other animals live in burrows? In

Bermuda, the land crab and giant land crab

live in burrows. Other countries have rabbits,

moles, gophers, and many other animals

that live in burrows. 

3. Where else do birds make nests? Nests

can be found in trees, on the ground, on

cliffs, and even in the roofs of houses.

4. Do you think it would be safe for cahows

to nest in burrows on mainland Bermuda

today?  Unfortunately, rats, cats and dogs

would make it nearly impossible. They could

eat or kill the eggs, babies and adult cahows.

5. Look for things that people used to 

make out of palmetto in the other 

museum exhibits.

(listen for the call of the Bermuda cicada. It

was last heard on Nonsuch Island in the

early 1990s. It is probably extinct today. If you

ever hear it let the Aquarium know!)

How Can You Help?

Maybe you have an endemic land snail in

your garden! They are very rare. If you see

some, help them thrive in your garden by not

using pesticides or herbicides. Also, let

someone at the Aquarium know! 
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Mangrove Swamps

1. Mangroves act as nurseries for juvenile fish

and marine invertebrates. How can mangroves

protect these babies? Big fish can’t fit between

the tangled roots. There are lots of hiding

places under fallen leaves, behind roots and

trunks, and in the mud.  

2. How do baby fish and marine invertebrates

get to the mangroves? Many baby fish and

marine invertebrates begin life as tiny,

planktonic larvae. These larvae are carried

around Bermuda on tidal currents, which bring

them to places like mangrove swamps and sea

grass beds. Some fish and marine invertebrates

go to mangrove swamps to lay their eggs.

Open Ocean Panel

1. What are some other animals that make their

own light? You may have heard of lightning

bugs or glow-worms that live in other

countries. In Bermuda we have fireworms.

These animals live in shallow, rocky bays and

release a glowing substance as they spawn. It is

amazing to see! 

2. Isn’t it amazing that a small, ocean slug can

eat the tentacles of the Portuguese Man O’

War and use the stinging cells to protect itself?

Find the picture of the slug on the mural in the

main hall. It is blue and silver and has a strange

s h a p e .

Did You Know?

The ocean is often described as the cradle of

life. Oceans cover over 70% of the Earth’s

surface and support many of the world’s

animals and plants. In addition, scientists think

that the first life on Earth developed in the

ocean billions of years ago. Oceans also play a

vital role in maintaining the world’s climate and

atmosphere so that life can exist on Earth.

Because the ocean is so special, we must

protect it.

Go and Explore!

Go to Ferry Island at Ferry Point Park in St.

George’s three days after the full moon in June,

J u l y, August or September to see the Bermuda

fireworms. 56 minutes after sunset, the

fireworms will start their show! It continues for

about 15 minutes.

Please rate the usefulness of the following:  (1 = highest, 5 = lowest)

Map of the museum exhibit 1   2   3   4   5

“Did You Know?” captions 1   2   3   4   5

“How Can You Help?” captions 1   2   3   4   5

“Go and Explore!” captions 1   2   3   4   5

Questions 1   2   3   4   5

A Parents’ Guide to the Natural History Museum at BAMZ

The Island Habitats Room
With the opening of the new Natural History Museum, the Education Team is working with
the Museum staff to develop a parents’ guide to the museum exhibits. The aim of the guide
is to help parents engage their children in the exhibits so that families can get the most out
of their visit. To fully take advantage of the opportunities the museum offers will probably
take more than one visit.  

This insert is an example of the type of guide we would like to produce. We invite families
to use it and let us know what parts are useful and how we could improve it. It is designed
to guide families through the Island Habitats room.

Please fill out the following and return it to the front desk of the Aquarium so that we can
use your input.

Thank you for participating!

Parent’s Guide to the Natural History Museum - Response Sheet

Your name (optional):  

E-mail address: 

Age of children:  

Scale Comments

What did you like best about the guide?

What did you like least about the guide?

What else would you like to see in the guide?

Would you like to see parent’s guides for other parts of the facility?

Any other comments:


